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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LENING 00691 031545Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 
NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 SP-02 L-03 /040W 

104748 031549Z/43 

P 031526Z MAR 78 
FM AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4073 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL LENINGRAD 00691 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, CSCE, SHUM, UR 

SUBJECT: REPORTED ARRESTS IN LENINGRAD 

REF: (A) STATE 052681, (B) LENINGRAD 303 

LENINGRAD ARRESTS IN CONNECTION WITH CONTRABAND ART 
ACTIVITIES, SUBJECT OF QUERY REFTEL A, WERE REPORTED IN 
POST'S REFTEL B, PARAS 2 AND 8. ADDRESSEES MAY RECALL 
TWO REFUSENIKS, BORIS BELOSTOTSKIY (VICE BELOSTOVSKIY) 

AND YEVSEY BRAVIY AND THREE OTHER UNNAMED PERSONS HAVE 
BEEN HELD SINCE MAY IN AN INVESTIGATION OF SMUGGLING 
ICONS AND PAINTINGS OF SEVENTEENTH CENTURY DUTCH PAINTERS, 
ACCORDING TO THAT REPORT. ONE RELIABLE SOURCE WAS 
FAIRLY CERTAIN OF HIS INFORMATION AND FEARED THAT THE 
CASE MIGHT BE USED TO SMEAR REFUSENIKS. POST WILL REPORT 
ASAP ANY FURTHER INFORMATION IT CAN DEVELOP. BUCHANAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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